
November natterings 
 

So what has been happening 

since we last spoke to you? 

Well there are things to pray for 

and things to shout Hallelujah to 

the Lord. This Newsletter will be 

more than our usual 1 page and 

we hope you will take time to 

read it all.  

 

Back home – Edinburgh that is!! 

We arrived back in Bonnie 

Scotland in late September and 

felt very much at home – at least 

for the first day or so – as the 

weather was very Italian – blue 

skies and sunshine. Just what we 

had left behind. Then of course 

reality set in and along came the 

rain and grey skies with that 

biting easterly wind. Ah now that 

felt like home!! 

However what really makes it 

home is the warm welcome we 

received from family and friends 

in Edinburgh and beyond! Their 

warm welcome made up for any 

inclement weather! 

We spent many hours catching 

up with what has been 

happening with many of you and 

we thank the Lord for those 

special hours spent together. 

We were able to share with a 

number of the Home groups 

from Bellevue while also visiting 

our friends in Kirkliston. We 

thank you for the 

encouragement we received 

from so many of you and we 

valued meeting new friends as 

well. 

Our special thanks go to the 

Fairfields for making the 

‘Presidential Suite’ available to us 

again – many blessings. 

Report Time 

Home time was more than 

catching up with people as we 

also had a de-brief meeting with 

OM UK in the Scottish office in 

Glasgow. This was a compulsory 

meeting as we have now been 

with OM 

for 2 

years. 

We 

were 

reminded that after 2 years with 

OM we are entitled to 3 months 

sabbatical. Interesting idea that 

but we are not sure that it would 

be possible to take 3 months!  

We have known for some time 

that we should take some kind of 

holiday break for at least 1 week 

if not more  but until now have 

not really had the time nor the 

resources to achieve this. 

However we are seriously 

considering this for January 

sometime. 

In this time we also met with the 

elders of Bellevue and reviewed 

what is now 3years in the field. 

As this was the term we had 

agreed when we left for Italy we 

spent some time talking about 

the work and the future. We are 

grateful for the past 3years of 

support and stimulus from 

Bellevue and are looking forward 

to continuing with OM Italy with 

a review at the close of the next 

year. We feel it is prudent that 

we should not look further than 

1year at the moment given our 

age and stage in life. Many things 

can change in 1year and we want 

to know God’s will for our life 

rather than staying or returning 

because it feels good for us 

personally. 

 

 

 

Back home – Italy that is! 

So after a 

hectic 

3weeks in 

Bonnie 

Scotland it was time for us to 

return to Italy and what almost 

feels like home now – Torre 

Pellice. We had very little time to 

settle in before we were back in 

harness again. Only 2 days after 

we returned we received a team 

of 7 youngsters who were to be 

in Italy for 3 weeks. Our role was 

to give them an orientation to 

Italy – culturally, spiritually and 

theologically. Well that’s easy 

then! In 3 days we needed to 

brief them, make them welcome 

and comfortable and get them 

ready to be working with a small 

church in l’aquila we have had 

contact with after the 

earthquake in 2009. So we had 

arranged for this team to work 

again with the small evangelical 

church there for 2weeks. Rose 

and I worked with the church to 

create a programme. 

Much of our work consists of 

preparing teams to work here in 

Italy with a variety of churches 

which are usually quite small. 

The teams need to be flexible 

and ready for most kinds of 

evangelism. The days can be long 

even in October and so the 

teams can find themselves 

working 16-18 hour days and 

then often times cooking for 

themselves. Preparing teams for 

this unpredictable type of 

evangelism is not simple. 

However we know that flexibility 

is the reality of frontline mission 

and these youngster often come 

to test the water for a full time 

commitment.  



A Typical Day?? 

Many people have been asking 

us what our day to day work 

consists of in Italy. This is not a 

simple question to answer but 

we want to take some space to 

give you an idea of what happens 

in our day to day life. 

 

One of the most important things 

to realise (and it took us some 

time to realise this!) is that there 

is no routine day in OM Italy. As a 

team we have a devotional/ 

spiritual cycle which we try to 

adhere to which consists of 

weekly team devotionals, prayer 

time together, and monthly fast 

& prayer days. We both share in 

leading in these team times. 

Our responsibilities determine 

largely our routines – so Rose has 

a different routine than Matt. 

Rose - will spend more of her 

days in the communities locally – 

visiting individuals, retirement 

homes, other groups and 

generally making connections. 

In this work she often has the 

opportunity to share kindness 

through her deeds. She creates 

opportunities for visiting teams 

to share the gospel and 

encouraging local believers to 

evangelise.  Rose also has a gift 

of hospitality and regularly opens 

our house to local believers and 

others, whilst also playing a role 

in the work of the Forterocca 

Centre (cleaning, cooking, 

generally helping out). 

Matt – has the responsibility of 

coordinating the local ministry 

arm of the OM Italy team which 

has begun to develop more 

rapidly in recent months. Much 

of this work is making sure that 

the team is working together – so 

that ministries will complement 

one another. For instance if a 

team member is working with  

local youngsters in sport ministry 

and those kids express an 

interest in speaking English 

better then the link should be 

made from the sports ministry to 

English language ministry by 

another team member. This 

sounds remarkably simple and 

yet when we are working in 

community doing separate 

ministries the links can often be 

missed. The importance of the 

links is that with every link to the 

team people are being exposed 

to Christians. As we live our lives 

as foreigners in a very small 

community we are being 

watched and our lives are our 

message. Some other work that 

Matt has is more office bound 

and that is working with those 

wishing to come from outside of 

Italy to do short term ministry 

(which means less than 2years in 

OM Terminology). Arranging 

budgets, accommodation and 

programmes which are 

practically helpful for receiving 

churches is all part of this work. 

Maintaining good relationships 

with a variety of church 

denominations in various parts of 

Italy is all part of this work and 

requires good command of the 

language and a degree in 

diplomacy often!! As part of 

these roles Matt is also part of 

the Leadership team of OM Italy.  

 

 As you may gather Matt spends 

more time in the office and 

behind a computer than Rose 

although together they  have a 

local ministry called the English 

Chatroom where they offer an 

opportunity for those who know 

some English to be able to have 

conversations.  

Both  have a role as Tour Guides 

for those who come to the Valley 

for the first time especially.  

 

A Special Valley 

To explain this role we really 

need to remind you of where we 

are situated in Italy – Val Pellice. 

The Val Pellice is the place where 

one of the first evangelical 

movements evolved and took 

roots. At the end of 12th century 

Pierre Valdo from Lyons in France 

read the Bible for himself and 

decided to give up his life of 

relative wealth and lead a simple 

life. This led to many people 

following him and a movement 

of ‘The Poor brothers of Lyon’ 

which eventually was hounded 

out of France and over the 

border into the Cottian Alps 

where the Val Pellice is situated. 

Viewed as heretics by the Roman 

catholic church and Kings they 

were persecuted over a period of 

many hundreds of years until 

eventually they received a 

limited form of freedom of 

religion. This history is evident in 

the Val Pellice and the blood of 

thousands of Waldensian martyrs 

is what gives this place its unique 

character in Italy. 

 It is unlikely almost anywhere 

else in Italy that you could call 

yourself an evangelical Christian 

and not be socially persecuted in 

some form. However here in the 

Valley this term is part of their 

heritage and is well understood 

and mostly respected. All this is 

to explain why we become Tour 

Guides for those who come to 

serve here. To understand the 

struggle of the Waldensians is to 

understand some of the shape 



and form of the church in Italy.  

So when groups come to this 

remote part of Italy we show 

them the places where the roots 

of the evangelical faith were 

formed and some say where 

maybe even the roots of the 

protestant reformation were 

formed. 

 So you can understand that to 

tell you what we do on a day to 

day basis is no easy task. One of 

the ways to make it simpler is to 

use a phrase that we find in John 

1 when John says (of Jesus) – ‘He 

pitched His tent among them’ – 

that is what we do – we have 

pitched our tent among them 

and in doing that we make 

ourselves available to the Lord to 

be used each day as he would 

choose and we see His hand at 

work in the  people He is bringing 

into our lives. 

 

Personal notes 

As you will have gathered we 

have had a busy time since our 

return to Italy, which is known as 

the ‘graveyard of missionaries’. 

We have struggled (along with 

others in the team) with attacks 

(physical, spiritual and 

emotional) since we arrived here. 

After only 3 weeks back in Italy 

Matthew found himself battling a 

heavy depression which he had 

little strength to fight. In the time 

of heavy rains in NW Italy (which 

you may have heard about on 

TV) he decided to get away on his 

own for some time. The route 

which he chose was remote and 

also close to a river which was in 

flood. After a few hours of 

walking he found himself lost in 

the hills above the river and with 

a telephone which was not 

functioning. As the weather 

became worse and the darkness 

came in he lost his way and his 

footing and slid 5metres or so 

down a rocky tributary . 

Recovering from this he climbed 

and walked for another 1-2hours 

until he was able to discover a 

road which lead to some houses. 

However the nearest bridge 

which would lead him home had 

been washed away by the flood 

river and the local Rescue team 

had to find a longer route to 

recover him and then transfer 

him to an ambulance and 

eventually to hospital. After x-

rays it was discovered that 1 rib 

had been broken and several 

stitches had to be administered 

to a gash on the forehead 

resulting from the fall. 

 

This occurred on 6th November 

and now some 3weeks later he is 

still recovering at home while 

trying to do some work where 

possible. We praise God that he 

was saved. The possibility of 

death was very close as the fall 

and subsequent trauma could 

have been fatal and the discovery 

of a road to some houses was the 

only way for him to have been 

found as he was in the midst of 

dense woodland without light or 

landmarks. 

 

As you can imagine this was as 

great a shock for Rose as it was 

for Matt. The recovery from the 

trauma of this incident is taking 

some time to heal and we value 

your ongoing prayers for full 

recovery. At present the physical 

healing is going well – although 

Matt still has some trouble 

sleeping well and is very weak 

from not being able to be more 

physically mobile. 

Emotionally the pain is still live 

for both of us and we pray you 

keep us in your prayers. 

Spiritually being homebound so 

much is having an effect on Matt 

and also on Rose. Please pray 

that we will both rely on the 

strength of the Lord to bring us 

through this battle. 

 

We continue to be amazed by 

what the Lord is doing in and 

through our lives despite our 

attempts to make things worse. 

The love and support of the local 

believers (both our own church 

and others) has been an 

immense encouragement to us. 

We praise God for them all. 

Matt continues to preach and 

lead bible study in the church, 

while Rose is organising the local 

women to use song as a means 

of outreach this Christmas and 

after. 

 
1. Recovery  physically 

2. Resources for a break 

3. Good relationships with 

locals 

4. Continued growth as a 

team in OM Italy 

 

 

 

 

 


