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It has been a while since we last sent 
out our Newsletter but at last here is the 
latest news from the North West Frontier 
of Italy – La Porta d’Italia.
 Since Rose returned from spending some 
time with her mum we have had 3months of 
intensive involvement with a group of 20+ 
artists – visual, dancers, photographers, 
musicians – who arrived here at our missions 
training centre – Forterocca to participate 
in the inaugural OM Arts School of Arts in 
Mission. Rose and I have spent this time 
facilitating their involvement in developing 
the ministries in the Valley. Our role has 
been varied – sometime translators, adopted 
parents, mentors, gofurs, historical guides,(or 
maybe hysterical!!).

 Prayer – Praise Him for the way He 
brought such gifted artists to serve.

 It has been a joy to see what has been 
happening and we want to share some of this 
with you for your prayer and encouragement.
 So they day this group arrived was 16th 
February and we guided them through 
the Waldensian church celebration of 
receiving their liberty from the Italian state. 
We lit torches and walked up the mountain 
together where the local believers and non 
believers sang their traditional hymns and 
told the stories. A wonderful introduction 
to the culture of the Valley for a group who 
wanted to discover how the story of God in 
their lives connects with the stories of those 
they would meet in the coming months.
 In the next few days as they got over 
jet-lag we guided them through the history 
of the Valley and walked the mountains in 
the snow with them to discover the first 
Reformed Bible College in Europe (if not 
the world).
 They were being challenged to discover 
how their art could tell the story of God 
in them as they lived in the Valley. The 
challenge was how to engage with the locals 
without much language and very little time. 
They found many ways and in addition to 
collaborating with the local Salvation Army 
to paint 2 murals and collaborating with 
the local CIAO Centre (for people with 
disabilities) to produce a beautiful piece of 
art, a weekly dance workshop for children, 
one of the students organised an Easter 
Egg hunt in the grounds of the centre and 
we found on Good Friday afternoon we had 
35+ local children scouring the grounds 
for Easter eggs and then decorating hard 
boiled eggs to take home. Most of these 
were joined by their parents and sometimes 
grandparents all smiling from ear to ear to 
see the fun they were having. One of our 
team described the scene as the Kingdom 
of heaven realised in the flesh – such was 
the feeling of joy among the kids as they 
saw and heard the story of why we celebrate 
Easter from another  of the students.
Pray for locals who have been touched by 
the Kingdom of God 

 We were also blessed to be joined by 
a local group of brass musicians and some 
beautiful friendships were started on that 
evening which caused many tears when the 
time came for them to depart. 
The local Waldensian church is a very 
small congregation in a pretty cold and 
unwelcoming building but the presence 
of a small group from the School attended 
alongside a newly arrived couple on our 
team. They were welcomed and very 
soon invited to take the entire service one 
Sunday – almost unheard of opportunity in 
this small reserved community. 
 To top everything off the end of the 
School was an exhibition of the work of the 
artists and those they had collaborated with 
over 3days in 3 different locations in the 
village. More than  150 people saw the show 
of dance and music and the art exhibition 
and many pieces were not only admired but 
purchased also. Some of the art can now be 
seen in a variety of cafes in the area.

 Pray that the art will continue to touch 
people with the love of God.

 

Examples of work.

For us as a couple these 3months have 
been exhausting as we acted as facilitators, 
translators, and benefitted from many 
opportunities to make new connections and 
to enhance existing relationships.
 The challenge now is to understand 
which of these the Lord would want to 
develop and how. We can still hear the crying 
of many locals who are missing abundance  
of the Spirit of God which was evident as He 
worked through these young artists.
 Looking forward we see a busy summer 
ahead for us as a couple as well as the team 
. In July the transform2012 (http://www.
omnitube.org/free_content/TRANSFORM-
2012-PROMO-LOWRES.mp4)
conference will occur again in Rome, 
whereafter we will have 3 teams in Italy one 
of which Rose and I will lead (in Sicily). It 
is a huge challenge as we will be working 
in 40-45degree heat along with immense 
humidity. Our work in Sicily will be for 
around 3weeks as we will visit several other 
churches after the outreach is completed. 
 Following this Matt has been asked to 
participate in a tour of 7 towns in Scotland 
with a couple of Italian missionaries – it is 
called ‘A Taste of Italy’ and I will help with 
presentation, travel guide etc. this will be 
from 2nd September for 1 week. Thereafter 
we will remain in Scotland to have time of 
reporting and fellowship with the church 
and be able to catch up with family. 

 In addition in this time we have been 
asked to be part of a joint consultation 
between Italian Ministries (UK) and OM to 
exchange ideas for more effective ministry 
in Italy and to Italians in UK.
 This means that from mid July until end of 
September we will more or less be travelling. 

 Praise Him for the small church in Sicily 
who want to reach out to their community.

 We want to praise our God for what He 
has done in the valley through the contacts 
He has given us and through the work of the 
artists. It is still difficult to take in everything 
that has happened and that is not even 
talking about the wonderfully gifted new 
members of our team He has brought!
 This Newsletter deserve to be at least 
5 pages full of pictures  and praise but 
as I know nobody will read more than 2 
maximum I need to promise you that I will 
do my best to send a Newsletter devoted to 
what has happened. 
 In addition to all that has happened 
with the School of Art we have also just 
finished running a School of English for the 
last 2 weeks. Rose was co-teaching with an 
experienced English teacher who came 
from the UK to help. Please pray for her 
(Karen) as her mother in law died when she 
was here and she had to leave suddenly. 
Thank the Lord for His provision and that 
Rose has been able to finish the school well 
as she stood in when Karen had to leave. We 
are grateful for her skills and commitment.

 Pray for her and the family as they deal 
with this loss.

 We continue to see our team grow here 
and we thank the Lord that He is bringing 
artists and sports people here in an ongoing 
way. We have seen great opportunities 
begin in sports with a group of local boys 
(mostly) and we continue to meet with them 
every Saturday morning.
 Personally we would ask you to 
pray with us for our health – the work 
is demanding and we often get tired 
especially as most of our work is in Italian 
and on personal level can be very tiring. 
Pray that we will adjust our schedule to 
have regular rest and time together and 
with the Lord. We are looking to the future 
and praying for God’s guidance in what we 
should do.

 Pray with us for the future as we have 
an assessment soon.

 On a personal level we continue to 
thank the Lord for the family who rent 
our flat in Edinburgh. Pray for the future 
arrangements for this as they agreed to a 
lease which ends September. Pray that we 
will know the Lord’s provision in this area.
 We again extend an open invitation 
for you to join us here and taste the 
atmosphere of the Alps and what the Lord 
is doing here in Italy.


