
Matthew & Rose Gibson
via Peyrot 5, 10060 Bobbio Pellice (TO) Italia

skypenames – manduriamatt/manduriarosie

tel. – (0131) 2086167 (local call rates)
mobile – 0039 3275450191 (Matt) 0039 3663083547 (Rose)
emails – matthew.gibson @om.org / rose.gibson@om.org

blog - http://manduriamatt.wordpress.com/
 
To donate via OM - http://www.uk.om.org/giving/giving-through-om.html

On the road again!

On a sunny morning in Torre 
Pellice Rose and I set out for 
the beginning of a month long 
tour of Sicily. We did not know 
the adventure that the Lord 
was preparing and perhaps 
that was a good thing!!
 First stop Castelvetrano 
– a smallish town in the 
south-west of Sicily and 
home to a very small church 
community (12-15people) 
who had never received a 
mission team before. The 
usual Sicilian hospitality was 
provided and Rose and I 
found ourselves eating dinner 
at around 11pm with our hosts 
Tina and Vincenzo and their 
family on our first evening 
in Sicily. It was fun although 
it challenged our digestive 
systems somewhat!! Our 
team of mission novices (5 
novices + 2) arrived from the 
transform conference in Rome 
2days later in which time we 
had stocked up on enough 
pasta to feed the Italian 
national squad!!
 On the Sunday we met 
the church community - an 
interesting and challenging 
experience for some of 
our team who had never 
experienced anybody speaking 
in tongues before and by that I 
do not mean Italian!!  
 So began the outreach... 2 
days of unusual wet weather 
kept us indoors and enabled 
us to get to know each other 
a bit more and also to discuss 
different views of the gifts of 

the Spirit. On our 3rd day we 
were ready for the beach and 
we set out to make ourselves 
obvious by building an outline 
of Noah’s Ark on the beach, 
festooned with flags from 
different countries. This proved 
a useful focal point for the 
many children who came to 
see who we were and who had 
their faces painted with various 
designs and listened to the 
story of Noah and heard a song 
in Italian over the days. Every 
day we arrived on the beach 
to be met with ‘Ciao’ etc from 
children as young as 3 and as 
old as 17. We interacted with 
them every day and also were 
able to see them in the evening 
in this small holiday town. 
On the occasions where we 
sang or did some mime in the 
piazza we had very interesting 
and intelligent conversations 
with many of the youngsters. 
Over the period of 10days we 
became known on the beach 
and in the town and many of 
the children brought their 
parents to meet us, while the 
ladies held a beauty evening 
which was attended by about 
10 ladies and young teenagers 
who heard the message of the 
gospel as they had their hands 
and feet massaged. 
 The team, the church and 
ourselves as leaders were 
blessed by this outreach and 
we know that many in the 
community heard the gospel 
clearly for the first time. We 
praise the Lord for what He 
did in this time in all of us.

 As we had come so far 
south in Italy we had decided 
to use this time to speak with 
other communities about 
the work of mission and OM 
especially and so when the 
outreach finished Rose and I 
set off around Italy by bus. We 
visited a church in Palermo 
where we were able to share 
the encouragements and 
opportunities for serving in 
mission.  From there we spent 
3hours reaching a youth camp 
in the centre of Sicily where 
we spent 3days talking with 
youngsters (15-30) about the 
call of God on their lives. Many 
were touched and have begun 
a process which we trust He 
will use for His glory.  From 
here we went further south 
to Ispica where we visited 
another youth camp (18 -35) 
with the theme of ‘Mission’ 
and were able to spend 
3days there also encouraging 
and challenging not only 
the youngsters but also the 
organisers to consider Jesus’ 
call to the harvest field.
While we were challenged 
physically, emotionally and 
spiritually we praise our God 
who went before us and is 
in control of all things. We 
praise God for His provision 
for us and we thank you all for 
your practical and prayerful 
support in the work that 
the Lord has given us to be 
partners in here in Italy.
 
Further news of the Sicily trip 
will appear in our blog soon.


