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Back to base
Since our last Newsletter we have 
returned to base  - Edinburgh. 
Back to our own house, our home 

fellowship, our own language, food.
Sounds idyllic, and we are sure you 
are thinking how comforting this 
must be – to be back among ‘yer ain 
folk’ as our national bard would say 
– and you would be right ....BUT not 
completely right.
After just over 4years of following 
the Lord to various parts of Italy, 
meeting so many other relatives 
in Christ, beginning to speak (and 
sometimes even think) in Italian,
...... it is a strange feeling. We 
know and we should be loving this 
however there is still a sense of 
estrangement both in being here 
and in not being there.

Reconnecting 
with our home 
fellowship (and 
others) has been 
a joy – especially 
getting to 
know many 
new brothers 
and sisters 
who ‘know’ us 
only through 

seeing our photo on the mission 
noticeboard.(belevue pic) While 
we feel the loss of our fellowship in 
Italy we know that we are together 
in prayer through the Spirit.

Operation Rosie
Rosie had her hip replacement 
operation on 16th January and 
despite the complication of her 
femur bone being fractured Rose 
is making a good recovery. Those 

who know Rose will know that 
being less than mobile is unlikely 
to be something which she would 
not struggle to accept, however 
the Lord has being teaching her 
patience ... and she has been a 
good disciple.

So her 
recovery has 
gone well 
so far and 
we ask that 
you continue 
to pray for 

His healing as she receives an 
assessment for the fracture on
28th February. Rose will have an 
assessment for her hip joint towards 
the end of April and then we will 
return to Italy to resume our work 
there. Please pray for us that we 
would know the best time to return 
and that the Lord will guide us in 
every step.

Home Group at home 
One of the sources of 
encouragement and wisdom for 
us both as we grew in our faith 
was attending a home group and 
so when one of our home group 
leaders asked if we could host the 
home group in our place – well 
it was just like it used to be. Not 
the same people but a wonderful 
time sharing around God’s word 
and then sharing prayer and food 
together. Perhaps we can also host 
other home groups and get to know 
more of the fellowship better.
This is just one of the benefits 
of living back in our own house. 
In many ways it is a strange, but 
comforting feeling as it has been so 
long since we lived in it. 

Speaking in tongues 
While our command of Italian is 
very far from fluent – after 4years 
we are usually able to understand 
virtually everything during church 
on a Sunday (with the odd blip 
when we get someone who speaks 

Italian the way I speak Glaswegian 
However it is often more complex 
when we are speaking with those 
outside of church life who perhaps 
use dialect (which is very different 
from standard Italian) and so we 
can often pick up threads in a 
conversation and end up discussing 
something completely off topic! As 
we are ‘stranieri’ our friends forgive 
us and we rewind the conversation. 
So one of the joys (you would 
think!) of being back in our home 
environment is that this difficulty 
does not exist – we understand 
everything! Well I know for myself 
there  have been several occasions 
where I have been in conversation 
and felt that same feeling as I get 
in Italy – thinking I should know 
exactly what has just been said 
BUT – I don’t. I am grateful that 
this does not happen as often here 
and I put it down to Edinburgh/
Glasgow language difference thing. 
No seriously it is a true joy to be 
able to worship the Lord in your 
heart language and be absolutely 
spontaneous in responding to the 
Spirit as He leads.What an absolute 
pleasure and we do relish this and 
will take it with us back to Italy and 
pray that the Lord will bless us with 
the gift of tongues as we re-enter 
our adopted country and worship 
with our brothers and sisters there.

The Great Provider
As we returned we 
had many questions 
for the Lord about our 
physical provision 
during our sojourn in 

Scotland.
In His timing He has answered them 
all and we have been blessed by 
our home fellowship,  our Italian 
fellowship, Italians in Scotland, and so 
many others in so many ways. God’s 
people responding to God’s Spirit to 
bless two humble servants. Such joy. 
We pray His blessing on all who are 
uplifting us in prayer and practical 
support for our needs in every way. 
Praise His name in all things.

 

 

 

 


