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That was summer!!

Mediterranean summer. That 
would have been so relaxing. 
However our summer was not 
too much like that – we had 
the blue skies but the only 
seas we saw were the sea of 
kids in front of us for 3 camps 
here in the Valley. Beaches 
are a distant memory we 
have not seen for a while. 
However the joy of working 
with so many local kids 
through sport and art has 
been so rewarding and we 
have seen our relationships 
with the children but also 
the parents growing through 
these outreaches which were 
made possible by the help 
of many who came to help 
with sport, English, crafts and 
music from all over the world. 
At the end of a busy summer 
we now have the opportunity 
to develop many of these 
relationships further. Please 
pray that we can find the best 
way of meeting the children 
and parents and be able to 
share the hope we have in 
Christ with them freely.

Mountain Shepherds.
Rose and I had the great 
privilege of becoming 
shepherds for part of the 
summer. Now before you fall 
on the floor laughing you 
need to know that woolly 
jumpers were not involved in 
this work. We were actually 
walking alongside around 
20 young sports people 
who came to the Valley for 
intensive mission training 
(theoretical and practical). 
We became a place for 
them to pray, to talk, to ask 
questions, to cry, to laugh. 
It was beautiful to see these 
young people grow in the 
short time they were with 
us as they worked together 
to become a team and then 
went off to different parts of 
Europe to lead sports camps 
(including 2 in the Valley). It 
was even more fun for us also 
to be involved with them in 
the camps in the Valley and 
having the opportunity to 
share our hope with those 
who came to the camps.

Please pray for all the young 
people who have been part 
of this that the Lord will guide 
their paths into His work.

New Ministry among Men
In our time in Edinburgh 
the Lord gave me a burden 
to enlarge a work which I 
had begun around a year 
ago among the men of the 
valley. I had been working 
quite informally in discipling 
young men and also reaching 
out to men of my own age. 
However I had not looked 
at this as ‘ministry’ but more 
as just being in community. 
The Lord spoke to me and 
challenged me to take this 
and develop it in a more 
structured way. With the help 
of a new member of OM Italy, 
Michel, I have developed 
a model for men’s ministry 
which is similar to that which 
has been used in UK by CVM 
(Christian Vision for Men). 
We now have a group which 
meets together with the aim 
of encouraging the believers 
to be Men of God and also 
which includes bringing non-
believers into our activities 
so that they may see the 
difference Christ makes in 
our lives. This was initially 
something which I targetted 
for this Valley but which the 
Lord has challenged me to 
expand in other parts of Italy. 
I would ask for your prayers 
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as this work is beginning 
to create interest in other 
communities and we can see 
the beginning of God being 
at work in Italian men. Pray 
for wisdom and courage for 
us as we seek to follow the 
Spirit as he leads.

Retirement Home Ministry
Most of you know about 
Rose’s ministry to the local 
retirement homes. She has 
seen many encouragements 
over the summer with the 
work being expanded into 2 
homes now and also a local 
lady coming alongside Rose 
to help on a regular basis. 
The doors are beginning to 
open to peoples’ hearts and 
minds and so please pray 
that the other homes will 
begin to open up and that 
we will see those in the final 
stage of life receive new life 
in Christ.

Oh How time flies
As we prepare to come 
home for our usual time in 
Edinburgh we reflect on 
the fact that we have now 
been 5years here in Italy. It 
seems like we are only just 
beginning and perhaps this 
is actually very true. The 
failure rate of missionaries 
in Italy is very high and most 
do not last even 2years. We 
have been sustained by the 
prayers of our supporters 
in various parts of the world 

and we praise God for His 
faithfulness in all things. We 
have had difficulties to face – 
personally, organisationally, 
relationally, emotionally – 
and through all this we stand 
by His grace. We are blessed 
to be part of a family of God 
here in the Valley and to have 
been loved by our OM family. 
We have been encouraged as 
we have prayed by the words 
of several brothers who have 
assured us that ‘our work 
here is only just beginning’. 
When we reach this stage in 
life we are usually looking 
to wind down and humanly 
speaking this seems very 
pleasing. However we have 
always tried to walk in the 
path He would have us walk 
and for now it seems that 
it is still in the mountains 
of this Valley. We seek 
your continued prayer and 
support as we follow the 
calling He has given us 
for the Valley and for Italy. 
Neither of us expected this 
when we set out from our 
friends and home however 
we continue to seek to be 
faithful to what He is asking 
and we know He will provide 
for every need.

Requests
We want to take time to 
update you on our health 
situation. Rose has been 
recovering well from the 
replacement hip and we are 
grateful for God’s hand in 
this recovery. She will need 
to return again to Scotland 
for a 1year check up in 
January 2014. From what we 
can see we have no concerns 
regarding this at all. Our 
main concern is that Rose 
being the dynamo that she is, 
continues to do most of what 

she did before the op (and 
sometimes more!) which 
does cause her to become 
tired more easily. As this 
year has been an unusual 
year (with us being home 
for 4months etc) we are both 
in need of a rest. For this to 
happen we will need to find 
a reasonable cost vacation 
(preferably by the sea) 
where the dynamo can be 
re-charged. We are seeking 
to find some missionary 
accommodation somewhere 
in Italy or France. We hope 
to be able to do this in late 
October/November when 
we return from Scotland. 
Please thank the Lord for His 
faithful love and provision 
in this difficult year and that 
He will continue to open His 
storehouse of riches that we 
may be re-vitalised for the 
year that lies ahead.

Final greetings
We look forward to our brief 
visit in September and trust 
that we will have opportunity 
to share with many of you 
personally of what the Lord 
has been doing here in Italy 
and in our lives. The time will 
be short but we trust sweet 
as we fellowship with our 
Scottish family.

‘Therefore, I urge you, 
brothers, in view of God’s 
mercy, to offer your bodies 
as living sacrifices, holy and 
pleasing to God – this is your 
spiritual act of worship’ 

Rom 12:1


